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Teaching Abroad 
Teaching abroad is a great opportunity to explore another country and culture before beginning a career 

or entering a graduate school there. Teaching English in another country is one of the easier ways to 

spend some time abroad without incurring too much cost. You typically don’t need to be an English 

major, nor do you need to be fluent in the host country’s language; organizations are mostly interested 

in your ability to speak native and fluent English. 

 

Warning! International scams and “fly by night” programs are on the rise. Scammers are getting 

better at making opportunities look legitimate online. Always be wary of programs that haven’t been 

around for more than a few years, make huge promises, have hefty up-front costs, or are vague. Always 

watch for hidden expenses and ask a lot of questions. 

 



Costs and Payment 
Participants are typically responsible for round-trip transportation and health insurance, as well as additional program 
fees. Often, these costs have to be paid up front. 
Whether you get paid and how much depends on the country youôre in and the program you choose. In general: 

 Japan: Pay similar to American wages. 

 South Korea and Taiwan: Pay somewhat less than American wages. 

 China and the Eastern Europe: 


